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What does it mean to have a voice?  To have your own voice?  What does it mean to have 

character?  And how does your character develop over time?   

I believe that one’s character develops and evolves based on the decisions we make and the 

actions we take.  As I look to your future, I know you will be faced with pressure and some 

pretty tough decisions.   Not only will your brain and intellect be tested…but also your 

character….and often times, these are the hardest tests.  So while it’s true there will be 

academic pressure and expectations, it is nothing like feeling the pressure of peers and even 

the pressure of really good friends.  Many of life’s really tough decisions are made far away 

from any school or classroom. .. far away from any science lab or library.  Often times these 

decisions  are made among friends. …….among friends at a party….. among friends who all want 

to get into a car after that party.  

So where can you find some direction?  Where can you find some truth and guidance along the 

way? I think you can begin to find the answer by looking to the people sitting across from you 

on the other side of the aisle today. ..the people in these chairs and in these bleachers.  I 

believe your parents are in fact your loving guide and compass.   Your one “True North.”  They 

will always have your best interest in mind while others may not.   Your parents really are the 

rock and the foundation and make all things possible for you.  And while friends may come and 

go, your parents and family will stay.  I’ve talked to many parents here in Tolland over the 

years, and it becomes very clear to me right away what they stand for and what they believe 

in…..and what they value.  These values, over time, are given to you.  Trust them. 

In closing, I would ask you to never lose sight of where you come from and the values you are 

learning.  Never lose sight of who loves you most.  During your journey over the next four years, 

you will be faced with many decisions to make and many voices that you can follow.  So which 

voice will it be?  Will it be the voice that’s most popular….or  maybe the voice of your friends?  

Because I think the voice you should follow……is your own. 

Best of luck, and congratulations!!! 

 


