The Slavery Issue in the West
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»I-ET'"—NG In 1820, Thomas Jefferson was

Jm in his seventies. The former

President had vowed “never to

write, talk, or even think of politics.” Still, he

voiced alarm when he heard about a fierce
debate going on in Congress:

€6 In the gloomiest moment of the
revolutionary war, I never had any
[fears] equal to what I feel from this
source. ... We have a wolf by the
ears, and we can neither hold him
nor safely let him go. 99

Jefferson feared that the “wolf,” or the is-
sue of slavery, would tear the North and
South apart. He was correct. As settlers con-
tinued to move west, tension over slavery
worsened. Again and again, Congress faced
an agonizing decision. Should it prohibit
slavery in the territories and later admit
them to the Union as free states? Or should
it permit slavery in the territories and later
admit them as slave states?

The Missouri Compromise

When Missouri asked to join the Union
as a slave state, a crisis erupted. The admis-
sion of Missouri would upset the balance of
power in the Senate. In 1819, there were 11
free states and 11 slave states. (See the graph
on page 355.) Missouri’s admission would
give the South a majority in the Senate. De-
termined not to lose power, northerners op-
posed letting Missouri enter as a slave state.
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The argument over Missouri lasted many
months. Finally, Senator Henry Clay pro-
posed a compromise. During the long debate,
Maine had also applied for statehood. Clay
suggested admitting Missouri as a slave
state and Maine as a free state. His plan,
called the Missouri Compromise, kept the
number of slave and free states equal.

As part of the Missouri Compromise,
Congress drew an imaginary line across the
southern border of Missouri at latitude 36°
30«N. Slavery was permitted in the part of
the Louisiana Purchase south of that line. It
was banned north of the line. The only ex-
ception to this was Missouri. (See the map on
page 359.)

New Western Lands

The Missouri Compromise applied only
to the Louisiana Purchase. In 1848, the Mex-
ican War added a vast stretch of western
land to the United States. (See the map on
page 291.) Once again, the question of slav-
ery in the territories arose.

The Wilmot Proviso

Many northerners feared that the South
would extend slavery into the West. David
Wilmot, a Congressman from Pennsylvania,
called for a law to ban slavery in any lands
won from Mexico. Southern leaders angrily ~
opposed the Wilmot Proviso. They said that
Congress had no right to ban slavery in the
western territories.



United States

Forced Labor

Linking United States |
and the World 7

L

e

SR

In the painting at left, enslaved African Americans await the results of a slave auction. At the
same time in Russia, millions of workers were serfs. Serfs were bound to the land and had to
work for wealthy nobles. One Russian observer sadly reported “of men and women torn from
their families and their villages, and sold. .. of children taken from their parents and sold to
cruel masters.” * How was slavery in the United States similar to serfdom in Russia?

In 1846, the House passed the Wilmot
Proviso, but the Senate defeated it. As a re-
sult, Americans continued to argue about
slavery in the West even while their army
fought in Mexico.

Opposing views

The Mexican War strengthened feelings
of sectionalism in the North and South.
Sectionalism is loyalty to a state or section,
rather than to the country as a whole. Many
southerners were united by their support for
slavery. They saw the North as a growing

In response to the Wilmot Proviso, some
southern states proposed cutting off all trade
with the North. Another economic threat was
that southerners would stop payments on
debts owed to northern banks and businesses.

threat to their way of life. Many northerners
saw the South as a foreign country, where
American rights and liberties did not exist.

As the debate over slavery heated up,
people found it hard not to take sides. North-
ern abolitionists demanded that slavery be
banned throughout the country. They in-
sisted that slavery was morally wrong. By
the late 1840s, many northerners agreed.

Southern slaveholders thought that slav-
ery should be allowed in any territory. They
also demanded that slaves who escaped to
the North be returned to them. Even white
southerners who did not own slaves gener-
ally agreed with these ideas.

Between these two extreme views were
more moderate positions. Some moderates ar-
gued that the Missouri Compromise line
should be extended across the Mexican Ces-
sion to the Pacific Ocean. Any new state north
of the line would be a free state. Any new
state south of the line could allow slavery.
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Other moderates supported the idea of
popular sovereignty, or control by the peo-
ple In other words, voters in a new territory
would decide for themselves whether or not
to allow slavery in the territory. Slaves, of
course, could not vote.

The Free Soil Party

The debate over slavery led to the birth of
a new political party. By 1848, many north-
erners in both the Democratic party and the
Whig party opposed the spread of slavery.
However, the leaders of both parties refused
to take a stand on the question. They did not
want to give up their chance of winning votes
in the South. Some also feared that the slav-
ery issue would split the nation.

In 1848, antislavery members of both
parties met in Buffalo, New York. There,
they founded the Free Soil party. Their slo-
gan was “Free soil, free speech, free labor,

Y Shackles

and free men.” The main goal of the Free Soil
party was to keep slavery out of the western
territories. Only a few Free Soilers were abo-
litionists who wanted to end slavery in the
South.

In the 1848 presidential campaign, Free
Soilers named former President Martin Van
Buren as their candidate. Democrats chose
Lewis Cass of Michigan. The Whigs selected
Zachary Taylor, a hero of the Mexican War.

For the first time, slavery was an impor-
tant election issue. Van Buren called for a
ban on slavery in the Mexican Cession. Cass
supported popular sovereignty. Because Tay-
lor was a slave owner from Louisiana, many
southern voters assumed that he supported
slavery.

Zachary Taylor won the election, but Van
Buren took 10 percent of the popular vote.
Thirteen other Free Soil candidates won
seats in Congress. The success of the new
Free Soil party showed that slavery had be-
come a national issue.
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Moderates

1. Extend Missouri Com-
promise line to the Pacific |

2. Allow voters in each terri- |
tory to decide on slavery

Abolitionists
1. Slavery is morally wrong |

2. Ban slavery throughout
the entire country

vided over the slavery issue. The most pressing question was whether or
not slavery should be allowed to spread into the western territories.

1. Comprehension How did moderates think that slavery might spread
to some western territories but not to others?

2. Critical Thinking Why was it practically impossible for aboli-
tionists to agree to any kind of compromise?

In the 1840s, Americans were di-
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Need for a New Compromise

For a time after the Missouri Com-
promise, both slave and free states entered
the Union peacefully. However, when Cali-
fornia requested admission to the Union as a
free state in 1850, the balance of power in the
Senate was once again threatened. (See the
graph to the right.)

California’s impact

In 1849, there were 15 slave states and
15 free states in the nation. If California en-
tered the union as a free state, the balance of
power would be broken. Furthermore, it
seemed quite possible that Oregon, Utah,
and New Mexico might also join the Union as
free states.

Many Southerners feared that the South
would be hopelessly outvoted in the Senate.
Some even suggested that southern states
might want to secede, or remove them-
selves, from the United States. Northern
congressmen, meanwhile, argued that Cali-
fornia should enter the Union as a free state
because most of the territory lay north of the
Missouri Compromise line.

As Congress tried to reach a new com-
promise, tempers raged. One frightening
incident involved Senators Thomas Hart
Benton of Missouri and Henry Foote of Mis-
sissippi. Benton supported California’s entry
as a free state even though he himself was a
slave owner. He denounced Foote for oppos-
ing California’s admission. In response,
Foote rose angrily from his seat and aimed a
pistol at Benton. As other senators watched
in horror, Benton roared, “Let him fire. Stand
out of the way and let the assassin fire!”

No blood was shed in the Senate that day.
However, it was clear that the nation faced a
crisis. Many in Congress looked to Senator
Henry Clay for a solution.

Clay vs. Calhoun

Clay had won the nickname “the Great
Compromiser” for working out the Missouri
Compromise. Now, nearly 30 years later, the
73-year-old Clay was frail and ill. Still, he
pleaded for the North and South to reach an
agreement. If they failed to do so, Clay
warned, the nation could break apart.
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—| Chart éda
S Both the North and

the South were determlned to maintain the
delicate balance in the Senate between
slave and free states.

1. Comprehension (a) How many of the
original 13 states were free states? (b) How
many of them were slave states? f’/

2. Critical Thinking How did the
balance of power in the Senate
change in 18507

y 4

Senator John C. Calhoun of South Car-
olina prepared the South’s reply to Clay. Cal-
houn was dying of tuberculosis and could not
speak loudly enough to address the Senate.
He stared defiantly at his northern foes
while Senator James Mason of Virginia read
his speech.
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ewing Protest!

BSARRS  1n 1854, a Boston
court ordered that fugitive slaves
Anthony Burns and Thomas Sims
be returned to their owners in the
South. Public outcry against the
decision was so great that United
States marines and artillery were
sent into Boston. Angry protesters
lined the streets as the two were
led to the ship that would return
them to slavery.

% Do you think the
court made the right
decision in this
case? Explain.

Webster feared that the states could not
separate without a civil war. A civil war is a
war between people of the same country.
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Calhoun refused to compromise. He in-
sisted that slavery be allowed in the western
territories. Calhoun also demanded that
fugitive, or runaway, slaves be returned to
their owners in the South. He wanted north-
erners to admit that southern slaveholders
had the right to reclaim their “property.”

If the North would not agree to the
South’s demands, Calhoun told the Senate,
“let the states...agree to part in peace. If you
are unwilling that we should part in peace,
tell us so, and we shall know what to do.”
Everyone knew what Calhoun meant. If an
agreement could not be reached, the South
would secede from the Union.

Webster calls for unity

Daniel Webster of Massachusetts spoke
next. He supported Clay’s plea to save the
Union. Webster stated his position clearly:

66 I speak today not as a Massachu-
setts man, nor as a northern man,
but as an American....I speak today
for the preservation of the Union....
There can be no such thing as a
peaceable secession. Peaceable se-
cession is an utter impossibility. 99
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Like many northerners, Webster viewed
slavery as evil. Disunion, however, he be-
lieved was worse. To save the Union, Webster
was willing to compromise with the South.
He would support its demand that northern-
ers be required to return fugitive slaves.

Compromise of 1850

In 1850, as the debate raged, Calhoun
died. His last words reportedly were “The
South! The South! God knows what will be-
come of her!” President Taylor also died in
1850. The new President was Millard Fill-
more. Unlike Taylor, he supported Clay’s
compromise plan. An agreement finally
seemed possible.

Henry Clay gave more than 70 speeches
in favor of a compromise. At last, however,
he became too sick to continue. Stephen
Douglas, an energetic senator from Illinois,
took up the fight for him. Douglas tirelessly
guided each part of Clay’s plan, called the
Compromise of 1850, through Congress.

The Compromise of 1850 had five parts.
First, it allowed California to enter the Union
as a free state. Second, it divided the rest of
the Mexican Cession into the territories of



New Mexico and Utah. Voters in each would
decide the slavery question according to pop-
ular sovereignty. Third, it ended the slave
trade in Washington, D.C., the nation’s cap-
ital. Congress, however, declared that it had
no power to ban slave trade between slave
states. Fourth, it included a stricter fugitive
slave law. Fifth, it settled a border dipute be-
tween Texas and New Mexico.

Fugitive Slave Law of 1850

Most northerners had ignored the Fugi-
tive Slave Law of 1793. As a result, fugitive
slaves often lived as free citizens in northern
cities. The Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 was
harder to ignore. It required all citizens to
help catch runaway slaves. People who let
fugitives escape could be fined $1,000 and
jailed for six months.

The new law also set up special courts to
handle the cases of runaways. Judges re-
ceived $10 for sending an accused runaway
to the South. They received only $5 for set-
ting someone free. Lured by the extra money,
some judges sent African Americans to the
South whether or not they were runaways.

Section

Recall

1. Locate (a) Missouri, {(b) Maine, (c) Missouri
Compromise Line, (d) California, (e) New Mexico
Territory, (f) Utah Territory.

2. Identify (a) Missouri Compromise, (b) Wilmot
Proviso, (c) Free Soil party, (d) Zachary Taylor,
(e) Stephen Douglas, (f) Compromise of 1850,
(g) Fugitive Slave Law of 1850.

3. Define (a) sectionalism, (b) popular sovereignty,

(c) secede, (d) fugitive, (e) civil war.

Comprehension

4. Describe three different views on the issue of
slavery in the West.

| listoL

1 Review »*

The Fugitive Slave Law enraged anti-
slavery northerners. By forcing them to catch
runaways, the law made northerners feel
they were part of the slave system. In several
northern cities, crowds tried to rescue fugi-
tive slaves from their captors.

Martin R. Delany, an African American
newspaper editor, spoke for many northern-
ers, black and white:

€6 My house is my castle....If any
man approaches that house in
search of a slave—I care not who he
may be, whether constable or sheriff,
magistrate or even judge of the
Supreme Court...if he crosses the
threshold of my door, and I do not
lay him a lifeless corpse at my feet, I
hope the grave may refuse my body
a resting place. 99

The North and South had reached a com-
promise. Still, tensions remained because
neither side got everything that it wanted.
The new Fugitive Slave Law was especially
hard for northerners to accept. Each time the
law was enforced, it convinced more north-
erners that slavery was evil.

5. Why did some people leave the Whig and De-
mocratic parties and create the Free Soil party?

6. Explain the five parts of the Compromise of
1850.

Critical Thinking and Writing

7. Analyzing Ideas Why might the goals of the
Free Soil party have pleased some northerners
but not others?

8. Analyzing Visual Evidence Based on your
understanding of the painting on page 356, how
did the Compromise of 1850 create new conflict
over the slavery issue?
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Activity Making a Decision You are a northerner of the 1850s. There is
a knock at your door. It’s a fugitive slave! Will you help the runaway or will you
turn the person in to the authorities? Write a brief statement explaining the
reasons for your decision.
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The Crisis Turns Violent
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Explore

These Questions Define Identify

e How did Uncle Tom’s e repeal e Harriet Beecher Stowe
As Cabin affect attitudes e guerrilla warfare e Uncle Tom’s Cabin
You gl e lawsuit e Kansas-Nebraska Act

e Why did a civil war
break out in Kansas?

e How did the Dred
Scott decision divide
the nation?

Read

mrrTinge In the mid-1850s, proslavery

E% and antislavery forces battled

for control of the territory of

Kansas. An observer described election day
in one Kansas district in 1855:

66 On the morning of the election,
before the polls were opened, some
300 or 400 Missourians and others
were collected in the yard...where
the election was to be held, armed
with bowie-knives, revolvers, and
clubs. They said they came to vote,
and whip the. .. Yankees, and would
vote without being sworn. Some said
they came to have a fight, and want-
ed one. 99

Hearing of events in Kansas, Abraham
Lincoln, then a young lawyer in Illinois, pre-
dicted that “the contest will come to blows,
and bloodshed.” Once again, the issue of slav-
ery in the territories divided the nation.

An Antislavery Bestseller

An event in 1852 added to the growing
antislavery mood of the North. That year,
Harriet Beecher Stowe published a novel
called Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Stowe wrote the
novel to show the evils of slavery and the in-
justice of the Fugitive Slave Law. She had
originally published the story as a serial in
an abolitionist newspaper.
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e Franklin Pierce

e Border Ruffians

e John Brown

e Bleeding Kansas

e Charles Sumner

@ Dred Scott decision

A powerful story

Stowe told the story of Uncle Tom, an en-
slaved African American noted for his kind-
ness and his devotion to his religion. Tom is
bought by Simon Legree, a cruel planter who
treats his slaves brutally. In the end, Uncle
Tom refuses to obey Legree’s order to whip
another slave. Legree then whips Uncle Tom
to death.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin had wide appeal in
the North. The first 5,000 copies that were
printed sold out in two days. In its first year,
Stowe’s novel sold 300,000 copies. The book
was also published in many different lan-
guages. Soon, a play based on the novel ap-
peared in cities not only in the North but
around the world.

Nationwide reaction

Although Uncle Tom’s Cabin was popular
in the North, southerners objected to the
book. They claimed that it did not give a true
picture of slave life. Indeed, Stowe had seen
little of slavery firsthand.

Even so, the book helped to change the
way northerners felt about slavery. No longer
could they ignore slavery as a political prob-
lem for Congress to settle. They now saw the
slavery issue as a moral problem facing every
American. For this reason, Uncle Tom’s
Cabin was one of the most important books
in American history.



Kansas-Nebraska Act

Americans had hoped that the Compro-
mise of 1850 would end debate over slavery
in the West. In 1854, however, the issue of
slavery in the territories surfaced yet again.

In January 1854, Senator Stephen Dou-
glas introduced a bill to set up a government
for the Nebraska Territory. This territory
stretched from Texas north to Canada, and
from Missouri west to the Rockies.

Douglas knew that white southerners did
not want to add another free state to the

Union. He proposed that the Nebraska Ter-
ritory be divided into two territories, Kansas
and Nebraska. (See the map below.) The
settlers living in each territory would decide
the issue of slavery by popular sovereignty.

Douglas’s bill was known as the Kansas-
Nebraska Act.

Support for the act

The Kansas-Nebraska Act seemed fair to
many people. After all, the Compromise of
1850 had applied popular sovereignty in New
Mexico and Utah.

Sﬁa%s‘y After the @@mﬁmmm of 185

Washmgton
__ Territory

Minnesota
Territory

Oregon Térri;ory

e

Key
Free states =1 Open to slavery by popular vote, ;
and territories —1 Compromise of 1850 (IL | e | el
Slave states Open to slavery by popular vote, 0 400 800 Kilometers

Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854

G@@gmgmy SIEGC% The issue of whether or not to allow slavery in
the territories created tension between the North and the South.

1. Location On the map, locate: (a) Missouri Compromise Line, (b) Kansas
Territory, (c) Nebraska Territory.

2. Movement (a) Which territories were open to slavery-after 18547 (b) Which
territories were closed to slavery?

3. Critical Thinking How would the balance of power in the Senate change if
western territories became slave states?
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* 359



Abolitionist’s »
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ewing Bleeding Kansas

V!

ISTORY

In 1856, a bloody civil war broke out in Kansas. Proslavery and

antislavery forces fought for control of the territory. The battle depicted here took
place at Hickory Point, 25 miles north of Lawrence. % How was the
violence in Kansas related to the Kansas-Nebraska Act?

Southern leaders especially supported
the Kansas-Nebraska Act. They were sure
that slave owners from neighboring Missouri
would move across the border into Kansas.
In time, they hoped, Kansas would become a
slave state.

President Franklin Pierce, a Democrat
elected in 1852, also supported the bill. With
the President’s help, Douglas pushed the
Kansas-Nebraska Act through Congress. He
did not realize it at the time, but he had lit a
fire under a powder keg.

Northern outrage

Other people were unhappy with the new
law. The Missouri Compromise had already
banned slavery in Kansas and Nebraska,
they insisted. In effect, the Kansas-Nebraska
Act would repeal, or undo, the Missouri
Compromise.

The northern reaction to the Kansas-
Nebraska Act was swift and angry. Oppo-
nents of slavery called the act a “criminal
betrayal of precious rights.” Slavery could
now spread to areas that had been free for
more than 30 years.
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Bleeding Kansas

Kansas now became a testing ground for
popular sovereignty. Stephen Douglas hoped
that settlers would decide the slavery issue
peacefully on election day. Instead, proslav-
ery and antislavery forces sent settlers to
Kansas to fight for control of the territory.

Most of the new arrivals were farmers
from neighboring states. Their main interest
in moving to Kansas was to acquire cheap
land. Few of these settlers owned slaves. At
the same time, abolitionists brought in more
than 1,000 settlers from New England.

Proslavery settlers moved into Kansas as
well. They wanted to make sure that anti-
slavery forces did not overrun the territory.
Proslavery bands from Missouri often rode
across the border. These Border Ruffians
battled the antislavery forces in Kansas.

Two governments

In 1855, Kansas held elections to choose
lawmakers. Hundreds of Border Ruffians
crossed into Kansas and voted illegally. They
helped to elect a proslavery legislature.



The new legislature quickly passed laws
to support slavery. One law said that people
could be put to death for helping slaves es-
cape. Another made speaking out against
slavery a crime punishable by two years of
hard labor.

Antislavery settlers refused to accept
these laws. They elected their own governor
and legislature. With two rival governments,
Kansas was in chaos. Armed gangs roamed
the land looking for trouble.

A bloody battleground

In 1856, a band of proslavery men raided
the town of Lawrence, an antislavery strong-
hold. The attackers destroyed homes and
smashed the press of a Free Soil newspaper.

John Brown, an abolitionist, decided to
strike back. Brown had moved to Kansas to
help make it a free state. He claimed that
God had sent him to punish supporters of
slavery.

Brown rode with his four sons and two
other men to the town of Pottawatomie (paht
uh WAHT uh mee) Creek. In the middle of the
night, they dragged five proslavery settlers
from their beds and murdered them.

The killings at Pottawatomie Creek led to
more violence. Both sides fought fiercely and
engaged in guerrilla warfare, or the use of
hit-and-run tactics. By late 1856, more than

200 people had been killed. Newspapers

called the territory Bleeding Kansas.

Violence in the Senate

Even before John Brown’s attack, the
battle over Kansas had spilled into the
Senate. Charles Sumner of Massachusetts
was the leading abolitionist senator. In
one speech, the sharp-tongued Sumner
denounced the proslavery legislature of
Kansas. He then viciously criticized his
southern foes, singling out Andrew Butler,
an elderly senator from South Carolina.

Butler was not in the Senate on the day
Sumner spoke. A few days later, however,
Butler’s nephew, Congressman Preston
Brooks, marched into the Senate chamber.
Using a heavy cane, Brooks beat Sumner un-
til he fell down, bloody and unconscious, to
the floor.

Many southerners felt that Sumner got
what he deserved for his verbal abuse of an-
other senator. Hundreds of people sent canes
to Brooks to show their support. To north-
erners, however, the brutal act was just more
evidence that slavery led to violence.

The Dred Scott Case

With Congress in an uproar, many Amer-
icans looked to the Supreme Court to settle
the slavery issue and restore peace. In 1857,
the Court ruled on a case involving a slave
named Dred Scott. Instead of bringing har-
mony, however, the Court’s decision further
divided North and South.

Dred Scott had lived for many years in
Missouri. Later, he moved with his owner to
Illinois and then to the Wisconsin Territory,

l iﬂg mgahy D‘red Scott

Dred Scott filed a lawsuit for his freedom. He ar-
gued that he should be a free man because he had
lived in a free territory. The Supreme Court, how-
ever, ruled that he had no right to sue because he
was property and not a citizen. After the decision,
Scott’s new owner granted freedom to Scott and \
his family. Just one year later, Scott died of con-
sumption. % How did the Dred Scott decision
overturn the Missouri Compromise?

Chapter 14
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where slavery was not allowed. After they
returned to Missouri, Scott’s owner died.
Antislavery lawyers helped Scott to file a
lawsuit, a legal case brought by a person or
group against another to settle a dispute be-
tween them. Scott’s lawyers argued that
since Scott had lived in a free territory, he
was a free man.

The Supreme Court’s decision

In time, the case reached the Supreme
Court. The Court’s decision startled Ameri-
cans who opposed slavery. The Court ruled
that Scott could not file a lawsuit because, as
an enslaved person, he was not a citizen.
Also, the Court clearly stated that slaves
were property.

The Court’s ruling did not stop there. In-
stead, the Justices went on to make a sweep-
ing decision about the larger issue of slavery
in the territories. According to the Court,
Congress did not have the power to outlaw
slavery in any territory. The Court’s ruling
meant that the Missouri Compromise was
unconstitutional.

The nation reacts

White southerners rejoiced at the Dred
Scott decision. It meant that slavery was
legal in all the territories. This was just what
white southerners had been demanding for
years.

African Americans responded angrily to
the Dred Scott decision. In the North, many
held public meetings to condemn the ruling.
At a meeting in Philadelphia, a speaker
hoped that the Dred Scott decision would
lead more whites to “join with us in our
efforts to recover the long lost boon of
freedom.”

White northerners were also shocked by
the ruling. Many had hoped that slavery
would eventually die out if it were restricted
to the South. Now, however, slavery could
spread throughout the West. Even northern-
ers who disliked abolitionists felt that the
Dred Scott ruling was wrong. A newspaper
in Cincinnati declared, “We are now one
great...slaveholding community.” In New
England, another newspaper asked, “Where
will it all end?”

Section 2 Review *

Recall - 6. Explain how each of the following reacted to the
Dred Scott decision: (a) white southerners,
(b) African Americans, (c) white northerners.

1. Locate (a)Kansas Territory, (b) Nebraska
Territory.

2. Define (a)repeal, (b) guerrilla warfare, (c) lawsuit. | Critical Thinking and Writing

3. Identify (a)Harriet Beecher Stowe, (b) Uncle 7. Analyzing Primary Sources After the Kansas-

Tom’s Capin, .(c) Kansas—Nebraska} Act, Nebraska Act was passed, Stephen Douglas
(d) Franklin Plercg, (e) Border Ruffians, (f) John stated, “The struggle for freedom was forever
Brown, (g) Bleeding Kansas, (h) Charles Sumner, banished from the halls of Congress to the west-
(i) Dred Scott decision. ern plains.” (a) What did Douglas mean? (b) Do
. disagree with his statement?
Comprehension g:;?nree s ete e i

4. (a) How did Uncle Tom’s Cabin portray slavery? 8
(b) How did the book affect people’s attitudes ;
toward slavery?

5. How did the Kansas-Nebraska Act lead to
violence in Kansas?

. Comparing Compare Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
and John Brown’s contributions to the abolitionist
movement.

* ok Kk Kk ok ok Kok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok k Kk ok k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ko kb kb ok ok sk ke ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
P t ﬂ/‘ Activity Writing a Protest Letter You are outraged by the Dred Scott
” ﬂlg decision! Write a protest letter to the justices of the Supreme Court explain-

.mm ing why you think their decision in this case was wrong.
*
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J A New Party Challenges Slavery
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Explore
These Questions

e Why did the Republican
As party come into being in
the mid-1850s?
You

® What were Abraham
Read Lincoln’s views on slavery?

@ How did northerners and
southerners respond
differently to the raid on
Harpers Ferry?

JEW In the mid-1850s, people who
‘ ppwyn opposed slavery in the territo-

S Jthe Scene it "
ries needed a new political
voice. Neither Whigs nor Democrats would
take a strong stand against slavery. “We
have submitted to slavery long enough,” an

Ohio Democrat declared.

Free Soilers, northern Democrats, and
antislavery Whigs met in towns and cities
across the North. In 1854, a group gathered
in Michigan to form the Republican party.
The new party grew quickly. By
1856, it was ready to challenge
the older parties for power.

The Republican
Party

In the 1850s, the main
goal of the Republican
party was to keep slavery
out of the western territo-
ries. A few Republicans
were abolitionists. They
hoped to end slavery in the
South as well. Most Republi-
cans, however, wanted only to
stop the spread of slavery.

In 1856, Republicans selected
John C. Frémont to run for
President. Frémont was a frontiersman who
had fought for California’s independence.
(See page 290.) He had little political experi-
ence, but he opposed the spread of slavery.

John C. Frémont

Define identify
@ arsenal @ Republican party
® martyr @ John C. Frémont

@ James Buchanan
® Abraham Lincoln

Frémont’s main opponent was Democrat
James Buchanan of Pennsylvania. He had
served as a senator and as Secretary of State.
Many Democrats considered Buchanan to be
a “compromise” candidate because he was a
“northern man with southern principles.”
They hoped that he would attract voters in
both the North and the South.

Buchanan won the election with support
from a large majority of southerners and
many northerners. Still, the Republicans

made a strong showing in the elec- }

tion. Without the support of a
single southern state, Fré-
mont won one third of the
popular vote. Southern-
ers worried that their in-
fluence in the national
government was fading.

Abe Lincoln
of Illinois

The next test for the
Republican party came
in 1858 in the state of I1li-
nois. Abraham Lincoln, a
Republican, challenged Democ-
rat Stephen Douglas for his
seat in the Senate. The election
captured the attention of the whole nation.
The race was important because most Amer-
icans thought that Douglas would run for
President in 1860.
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The Lincoin-
Douglas Debates

V ewing
HISTORY
In this painting, Stephen Douglas sits to
Lincoln’s right during a debate held at
Charleston, lllinois, in September 1858.
Thousands of people attended the
Lincoln-Douglas debates. % What
was the most important issue dis-
cussed in the debates?

A self-starter from Kentucky

Abraham Lincoln was born in the back-
country of Kentucky. Like many frontier peo-
ple, his parents moved often to find better
land. The family lived in Indiana and later in
Illinois. As a child, Lincoln spent only a year
in school. Still, he taught himself to read and
spent many hours reading by firelight.

After Lincoln left home, he opened a store
in Ilinois. There, he studied law on his own
and launched a career in politics. After
spending eight years in the state legislature,
Lincoln served one term in Congress. Bit-
terly opposed to the Kansas-Nebraska Act,
he decided to run for the Senate in 1858.

“Just folks”

When the race began, Lincoln was not a
national figure. Still, people in Illinois knew
him well and liked him. To them, he was
“just folks”—someone who enjoyed picnics,
wrestling contests, and all their other fa-
vorite pastimes.

People also admired his honesty and wit.
His plainspoken manner made him a good
speaker. Even so, a listener once complained
that he could not understand one of Lincoln’s
speeches. “There are always some fleas a dog
can’t reach” was Lincoln’s reply.

Lincoln-Douglas Debates

During the Senate campaign, Lincoln
challenged Douglas to a series of debates.
Douglas was not eager to accept, but he did.
During the campaign, the two debated seven
times. Slavery was the important issue.
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Views on slavery

Douglas wanted to settle the slavery
question by popular sovereignty. He disliked
slavery, but he thought that people in the ter-
ritories should be able to vote “down or up”
for it.

Lincoln, like nearly all whites of his day,
did not believe in “perfect equality” between
blacks and whites. He did, however, believe
that slavery was a “moral, social, and politi-
cal wrong.” He believed that blacks were en-
titled to the rights named in the Declaration
of Independence—*“life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness.”

Since slavery was wrong, said Lincoln,
Douglas and other Americans should not
treat it as an unimportant question to be
voted “down or up.” Lincoln was totally op-
posed to slavery in the territories. Still, he
was not an abolitionist. He had no wish to in-
terfere with slavery in the states where it
already existed.

Lincoln believed that the nation could not
survive if it remained divided by slavery. On
June 16, 1858, Lincoln spoke in a crowded
hall in Springfield, Illinois:

€€ A house divided against itself
cannot stand. I believe this govern-
ment cannot endure permanently
half slave and half free. I do not ex-
pect the Union to be dissolved—I do
not expect the house to fall—but I do
expect it will cease to be divided. It
will become all one thing, or all the
other. 99



A leader emerges

Week after week, both men spoke nearly
every day to large crowds. Newspapers re-
printed their campaign speeches. The more
northerners read Lincoln’s speeches, the more
they thought about the injustice of slavery.

In the end, Douglas won the election by a
slim margin. However, Lincoln was a winner,
too. He was now known throughout the coun-
try. Two years later, the two rivals would
again meet face to face—both seeking the of-
fice of President.

John Brown’s Raid

In the meantime, more bloodshed pushed
the North and South farther apart. In 1859,
John Brown carried his antislavery cam-
paign from Kansas to the East. He led a
group of followers, including five African
Americans, to Harpers Ferry, Virginia.

There, Brown planned to raid a federal
arsenal, or gun warehouse. He thought that
enslaved African Americans would flock to
him at the arsenal. He would then give them
weapons and lead them in a revolt.

Sentenced to death
Brown quickly gained control of the arse-
nal. No slave uprising took place, however.

Instead, troops led by Robert E. Lee killed 10
of the raiders and captured Brown.

Most people, in both the North and the
South, thought that Brown’s plan to lead a
slave revolt was insane. After all, there were
not many enslaved African Americans in
Harpers Ferry. At his trial, however, Brown
seemed perfectly sane. He sat quietly as the
court found him guilty of murder and treason
and sentenced him to death.

Hero or villain?

Brown became a hero to many northern-
ers. Some considered him a martyr because
he was willing to give up his life for his be-
liefs. On the morning he was hanged, church
bells rang solemnly throughout the North. In
years to come, New Englanders would sing a
popular song: “John Brown’s body lies a
mold’ring in the grave, but his soul is march-
ing on.”

To white southerners, the northern re-
sponse to John Brown’s death was outra-
geous. People were singing the praises of a
man who had tried to lead a slave revolt!
Many southerners became convinced that
the North wanted to destroy slavery—and
the South along with it. The nation was
poised for a violent clash.

o Section 3 Review * =

Recall

1.

2

Identify (a) Republican party, (b) John C.
Frémont, (¢) James Buchanan, (d) Abraham
Lincoln.

. Define (a) arsenal, (b) martyr.

Comprehension

3.

4,

What was the main goal of the Republican
party? -

How did Abraham Lincoln’s opinions on slavery
differ from those of Stephen Douglas?

L & b 2b 4b db db db db db db db db db db 4 4b 4 b b b db ¢

Il

366 * Chapter 14

5. (a) How did Northerners respond to John
Brown’s execution? (b) How did Southerners
respond?

Critical Thinking and Writing

6. Identifying Main ldeas Reread the subsec-
tion on page 364 called “Just folks.” State the
main idea of this subsection.

7. Analyzing Ildeas Lincoln said the nation could
not “endure permanently half slave and half
free.” Do you agree that slavery was too great
an issue to allow differences among the states?
Explain.

K ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok k k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

Activity Writing Headlines You are a journalist in the 1850s. Choose
three events discussed in Section 3. Write two headlines for each event—one
for a northern newspaper, the other for a southern newspaper.



The Nation Splits in Two
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Explore
These Questions

e Why was Abraham Lincoin able

As to win the election of 1860?
YOll e How did the South react to

Lincoln’s election victory?
Read

® What events led to the outbreak
of the Civil War?

SJETTING In May 1860, thousands of peo-

Jm ple swarmed into Chicago for
the Republican national con-

vention. They filled the city’s 42 hotels. When
beds ran out, they slept on billiard tables. All
were there to find out one thing. Who would
win the Republican nomination for Presi-
dent—William Seward of New York or Abra-
ham Lincoln of Illinois?

On the third day of the convention, a del-
egate rushed to the roof of the hall. There, a
man stood waiting next to a cannon. “Fire
the salute,” ordered the delegate. “Old Abe is
nominated!”

As the cannon fired, crowds surrounding
the hall burst into cheers. Amid the celebra-
tion, a delegate from Kentucky struck a
somber note. “Gentlemen, we are on the
brink of a great civil war.”

The Election of 1860

The Democrats held their convention in
Charleston, South Carolina. Southerners
wanted the party to support slavery in the
territories. However, Northern Democrats
refused to do so.

In the end, the party split in two. North-
ern Democrats chose Stephen Douglas to run
for President. Southern Democrats picked
John Breckinridge of Kentucky.

Some Americans tried to heal the split
between North and South by forming a new
party. The Constitutional Union party chose
John Bell of Tennessee, a Whig, to run for
President. Bell was a moderate who wanted

Identify

® John Breckinridge

John Bell

e John Crittenden

e Confederate States of America
e Jefferson Davis

e Fort Sumter

to keep the Union
together. He got sup- -
port only in a few
southern states that
were still trying to
find a compromise.
Senator Douglas
was sure that Lin-
coln would win the
election. However,

he believed that De-

mocrats “must try to publican

save the Union.” He campaign banner ‘
pleaded with south- }

ern voters to stay with the Union, no matter
who was elected.

When the votes were counted, Lincoln
had carried the North and won the election.
Southern votes did not affect the outcome at
all. Lincoln’s name was not even on the ballot
in 10 southern states. Northerners outnum-
bered southerners and outvoted them.

The Union Is Broken

Lincoln’s election brought a strong reac-
tion in the South. A South Carolina woman
described how the news was received:

€6 The excitement was very great.
Everybody was talking at the same
time. One...more moved than the
others, stood up saying...‘The die is
cast—No more vain regrets—Sad

forebodings are useless. The stake is
life or death—'...No doubt of it. 99
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, Election of 1860

Nebraska
Territory

New Mexico
Territory '

‘M’“mawg g

e’

Tennessee

Lincoln Breckinridge

Republican Southern Democrat
D Douglas Bell

Northern Democrat Constitutional Union

PERCENT POPULAR VOTE  PERCENT ELECTORAL VOTE

| Geography Sécls

Abraham Lincoln won the election of 1860, even -
though he received less than 40 percent of the popular vote.
1. Location Onthe map, locate: (a) Kentucky, (b) lllinois, (¢) South Carolina.

2. Region (a) Which political party did the northern states support? (b) Which
party did most southern states support? ,

3. Critical Thinking Did the popular vote results probably weaken or
strengthen Lincoln’s chances of effectively leading the nation? Explain.

To many southerners, Lincoln’s election
meant that the South no longer had a voice
in national government. They believed that
the President and Congress were now set
against their interests—especially slavery.
Even before the election, South Carolina’s
governor had written to other southern gov-
ernors. If Lincoln won, he wrote, it would be
their duty to leave the Union.

Secession

Senator John Crittenden of Kentucky
made a last effort to save the Union. In De-
cember 1860, he introduced a bill to extend
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the Missouri Compromise line to the Pacific.
He also suggested adding an “unamendable”
amendment to the Constitution to forever
guarantee the right to hold slaves in states
south of the compromise line.

The compromise bill received little sup-
port. Slavery in the West was no longer the
issue. Many southerners believed that the
North had put an abolitionist in the White
House. They felt that secession was their
only choice. Most Republicans also refused
to compromise. They were unwilling to
surrender what they had won in the national
election.
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Comparing
Points of View

How Will | Use This Skill?

When two or more people describe
the same event, their descriptions

Bullying the
Free States

Devotion to the Union
Is Treason t9 the South

November 19, 1860
November 19, 1860 Oxford Mississippi Mo
The New York Tribune A ;

€ at last reached th o
Abraham Lincoln has been €d that point in

of the event often differ. That is
because each person’s point of

view is subjective, or influenced by
personal experiences and feelings.
By comparing different sources, you
can learn objective information, or
facts, as well as subjective points of

view regarding those facts.

designated for next President of
this Republic by the popular vote
of nearly every Free State, and the
ruling politicians of the Slave
States are not pleased w1th'th§
selection. We can fancy their
feelings, as we felt much the sa}me
when they put a most undesired
President upon us four years ago.
Moreover, we. . .advise them to do
as we did—Bear it with fortitude,

our history when it is necessary for the

South to withdraw from the Union. . .
[A] powerful sectional majority are

now about to seize upon the Gov-

ermment. .. to destroy the institution of

Slgvery....We cannot stand still and
quietly see the Government pass into
the hands of such an infamous crew.

. Sputh Carolina, . .. Georgia, Missis-
SIppi, Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, and
Arkansas, will soon be united as
brothers to defend each other from the

inroads of the fanatics of the North.

LEARN the Skill

You can compare points of view by

iollewing the steps betow. per? (b) Which source is a northern news-

paper? (c) Why would you expect the two
to have different opinions about Lincoln?
What factual information do you find in
both articles?

How do the two articles describe

the election result differently?

(@) Why did the election cause conflict
between North and South? (b) What did
the Tribune think the South should do?
(c) What did the Mercury recommend?

@ |dentify the author of each source.
Consider how each report might be
affected by the author’s point of view.

® Find objective information common to
two or more sources.

® Identify subjective statements that reflect
the author’s point of view.

® Draw conclusions about the historical
event and different points of view on it.

PRACTICE the Skill

The newspaper articles above give different
viewpoints on Abraham Lincoln’s victory in
the election of 1860. Compare the two view-
points by answering the following questions.

APPLY the Skill

In two or more newspapers or news maga-
zines, find different points of view on some is-
sue or event. Use the steps you have learned

@ (a) Which source is a southern newspa- to compare the various viewpoints.
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Fort Sumter

<

The Civil War began in 1861
when Confederate forces bom-
barded and captured Fort Sumter
in Charleston Harbor, South Car-
olina. Later in the war, Union
gunships reduced Sumter to rub-
ble. The fort was rebuilt, and it
remained part of the seacoast de-
fenses until 1947. Today, Fort
Sumter is a national monument.
Tour boats to the fort leave regu-
larly from downtown Charleston. ~.

% To learn more about this his-
toric site, write: Fort Sumter Na-
tional Monument, Sullivan’s Is-
land, SC 29482.

<€ Union flag from Fort Sumter

The first state [ incoln Speaks to the Nation

to secede was South Carolina. On

December 20, 1860, delegates to a convention When Abraham Lincoln took office S
in Charleston voted for secession. “The state ~ March 4, 1861, he‘ faced a national crisis.
of South Carolina has resumed her position =~ Crowds gathered in Washington, D.C., to

among the nations of the world,” the dele- hear him take the presidential oath of office.

gates proudly declared.\Ey\la-ée”Fe‘ﬁmmy,w In his Inaugural Address, the new President

1861, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, ~ 2ssured Americans of both the North and the

Mississippi, and Texas had seceded. South that he had two goals. He hoped to
\ maintain the Union and avoid war.

The Confederacy On the first goal, preserving the Union,

The ssven stetes that had sdeaded hield a Lincoln would not c.ompromis‘e. Secession of
states from the Union, he said, was uncon-

stitutional. Lincoln believed that his duty as

convention in Montgomery, Alabama. There,
the southern states formed a new nation, the
Confederate States of America. To lead
the new country, they named Jefferson

Davis of Mississippi as the first president of
the Confederacy. Texas voters chose secession, but Governor
Most southerners believed that they had Sam Houston refused to swear allegiance to
every right to secede. After all, the Declara- the new Confederacy. He was replaced by a
tion of Independence said that “it is the right new governor. Houston sadly warned his fel-
of the people to alter or to abolish” a govern- low Texans that the North would “move with
ment that denies the rights of its citizens. the steady momentum and perseverance of a
Lincoln, they believed, would deny white mighty avalanche; and...overwhelm the
southerners their right to own slaves. South.”
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President was clear. He would take strong
action to preserve national union.

€€ In view of the Constitution and
the law, the Union is unbroken;...I
will take care...that the laws of the
Union be faithfully executed in all
the States. 99

At the same time, however, Lincoln tried
to reassure the South. He promised that
there would not be war with the South un-
less southern states started it:

€€ We are not enemies, but friends.
We must not be enemies. Though

passion may have strained, it must
not break our bonds of affection. 97

Civil War

The Confederacy, however, had already
started seizing federal forts in the South. It
felt that the forts were a threat because the
United States was now a “foreign power.”

Lincoln’s difficult decision

President Lincoln faced a difficult deci-
sion. Should he let the Confederates take
over federal property? If he did, he would
seem to be admitting that states had the
right to leave the Union. On the other hand,

if he sent troops to hold the forts, he might

start a civil war. He might also lose the

Recall

1. ldentify (a) John Breckinridge, (b) John Bell,
(c) John Crittenden, (d) Confederate States of
America, (e) Jefferson Davis, (f) Fort Sumter.

Comprehension

2. Why were there two Democratic candidates for
President in 18607

3. Why did many southerners feel that secession

was necessary after Lincoln won the Presidency
in 18607
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support of the eight slave states that had not
seceded from the Union.

In April, the Confederacy forced Lincoln
to make up his mind. By then, Confederate
troops controlled nearly all forts, post offices,
and other federal buildings in the South. The
Union held only three forts off the Florida
coast and Fort Sumter in South Carolina.
Fort Sumter was important to the Confed-
eracy because it guarded Charleston Harbor.

Bombardment of Fort Sumter

President Lincoln learned that food sup-
plies at Fort Sumter were running low. He
notified the governor of South Carolina that
he was going to ship food to the fort. Lincoln
promised not to send troops or weapons.

The Confederates could not leave the fort
in Union hands, however. On April 11, 1861,
they asked for Fort Sumter’s surrender.

Major Robert Anderson, the Union com-
mander, refused to give in. Confederate guns
then opened fire. Anderson and his troops
quickly ran out of ammunition. On April 13,
Anderson surrendered the fort.

When Confederate troops shelled Fort
Sumter, people in Charleston had gathered
on their rooftops to watch. To many, it was
like a fireworks display. No one knew that
the fireworks marked the beginning of a civil
war that would last four terrible years.

4. How did the Civil War begin at Fort Sumter in
18617

Critical Thinking and Writing

5. Making Inferences How do you think the
split in the Democratic party helped Lincoln win
the election of 18607

6. Solving Problems Write a compromise plan
that tries to save the Union in 1861. Your plan
should offer advantages to both the North and
the South.

Activity Writing Slogans You are a famous political campaign manager
of the mid-1800s. Write a campaign slogan for each of the four candidates in
the presidential election of 1860.
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