First Steps to Reunion
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Explore
These Questions

e What hardships did the South
As face after the Civil War?

YOH e What was President Lincoln’s
Rea d plan for reuniting the nation?

e Why did Congress oppose
President Johnson’s
Reconstruction plan?

"IETTING At the end of the Civil War, the
future looked bleak to many
9 )the Scene)

southerners. Susan Dabney
Smedes described how her father, once a
wealthy planter, coped with life after the war:

€6 My father had come home to a
house stripped of nearly every arti-
cle of furniture and to a plantation
stripped of the means of cultivating
any but a small proportion of it. A
few mules and one cow were all that
were left of the stock. ... When he
was 70 years of age, he decided to
grow a garden. He had never per-
formed manual labor, but he now
applied himself to learn to hoe as a
way of supplying his family with
vegetables. 99

The South faced staggering problems af-
ter the war. Southern cities and farmlands
lay in ruins, and a whole way of life had
ended. All southerners—rich and poor, black
and white—faced a long, uphill struggle to
rebuild their lives.

Postwar Problems

After four years of war, both northerners
and southerners had to adjust to a changed
world. The adjustment was far more difficult
in the South.

The victorious North
Despite their victory, the North faced
some economic problems after the Civil War.
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Define identify
e freedmen ® Reconstruction
® amnesty e Ten Percent Plan

e Wade-Davis Bill

e Freedmen’s Bureau

e John Wilkes Booth

e Andrew Johnson

e Thirteenth Amendment

Some 800,000 returning Union soldiers
needed jobs. Yet the government was cancel-
ing its war orders. Factories were laying off
workers, not hiring them. Still, the North’s
economic disruption was only temporary.
Boom times quickly returned.

The North lost more soldiers in the war
than the South did. However, except for the
battles of Gettysburg and Antietam, no fight-
ing had taken place on northern soil. North-
ern farms and cities were hardly touched.
One returning Union soldier remarked, “It
seemed...as if I had been away only a day or
two, and had just taken up...where I had
left off.”

The defeated South

Confederate soldiers had little chance of
taking up where they left off. In some areas,
every house, barn, and bridge had been de-
stroyed. “The fine houses have fallen to decay
or been burnt down,” reported one witness,
“the grounds neglected and grown over with
weeds.” Two thirds of the South’s railroad
tracks had been turned into twisted heaps of
scrap. The cities of Columbia, Richmond, and
Atlanta had been leveled.

The war wrecked the South’s financial
system. After the war, Confederate money
was worthless. People who lent money to the
Confederacy were never repaid. Many south-
ern banks closed, and depositors lost their
savings.

Southern society was changed forever by
the war. No longer were there white owners



and black slaves. Now, almost four million
freedmen—men and women who had been
slaves—Ilived in the South. Most had no land,
no jobs, and no education. Under slavery,
they had been forbidden to own property and
to learn to read and write. What would be-
come of them?

Early Plans for Reconstruction

Even before the war ended, President
Lincoln worried about rebuilding the South.
He wanted to make it fairly easy for south-
erners to rejoin the Union. The sooner the
nation was reunited, Lincoln believed, the
faster the South would be able to rebuild.

As early as 1863, Lincoln outlined a Re-
construction plan. Reconstruction refers to
the rebuilding of the South after the Civil
War. Under Lincoln’s Ten Percent Plan, a
southern state could form a new government
after 10 percent of its voters swore an oath of
loyalty to the United States. Once it was
formed, the new government had to abolish

slavery. Voters could then elect members of
Congress and take part in the national gov-
ernment once again.

Lincoln’s plan also offered amnesty, or a
government pardon, to Confederates who
swore loyalty to the Union. Amnesty would
not apply to former leaders of the Confeder-
acy, however.

Many Republicans in Congress felt that
Lincoln’s plan was too generous toward the
South. In 1864, they passed the Wade-Davis
Bill, a rival plan for Reconstruction. It re-
quired a majority of white men in each
southern state to swear loyalty to the Union.
It also denied the right to vote or hold office
to anyone who had volunteered to fight for
the Confederacy.

The Freedmen’s Bureau

Lincoln refused to sign the Wade-Davis
Bill because he felt it was too harsh. Con-
gress and the President did agree on one
proposal, however. One month before Lee

Ruin and Revival

Linking Past
and Present

If you visit the city of Richmond, Virginia, today, you will see an attractive, modern city.
You would not guess that, at one time, the city was largely in ruins. Rebuilding its cities
and farms was one of the first tasks facing the South after the Civil War. % Why was
Richmond so badly damaged in the Civil War?
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@g Fa ?hy Charlotte Forten

Charlotte Forten came from a wealthy Philadelphia
family. A strong abolitionist, she devoted her life to
helping other African Americans improve their lives
through education. When she was 25, she helped
set up a school on the Sea Islands off South Caro-
lina. Later, she helped recruit other teachers for
the Freedmen’s Bureau. % Why do you think
education was so important to freedmen?

surrendered, Congress passed a bill creating
the Freedmen’s Bureau. Lincoln signed it.

The Freedmen’s Bureau gave food and
clothing to former slaves. It also tried to find
jobs for freedmen. The bureau helped poor
whites as well. It provided medical care for
more than one million people. One former
Confederate was amazed to see “a Govern-
ment which was lately fighting us with fire,
and sword, and shell, now generously feeding
our poor and distressed.”

One of the bureau’s most important tasks
was to set up schools for freed slaves in the
South. By 1869, about 300,000 African Amer-
icans attended bureau schools. Most of the
teachers were volunteers, often women, from
the North.
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Both old and young were eager to learn.
Grandparents and grandchildren sat side by
side in the classroom. One bureau agent in
South Carolina observed that freedmen “will
starve themselves, and go without clothes, in
order to send their children to school.” Char-
lotte Forten, an African American woman
from Philadelphia, came south as a volunteer
teacher. She wrote of her students:

€6 I never before saw children so
eager to learn. ... It is wonderful how
a people who have been so long
crushed to the earth...can have so
great a desire for knowledge, and
such a capacity for attaining it. 99

The Freedmen’s Bureau laid the founda-
tion for the South’s public school system. It
set up more than 4,300 grade schools. It also
created colleges for African American stu-
dents, including Howard, Morehouse, and
Fisk. Many graduates of these schools be-
came teachers themselves. By the 1870s,
African Americans were teaching in grade
schools throughout the South.

Lincoln Is Assassinated

President Lincoln hoped to persuade
Congress to accept his Reconstruction plan.
However, he never got the chance.

On April 14, 1865, just five days after
Lee’s surrender, the President attended a
play at Ford’s Theater in Washington, D.C.
As Lincoln watched the play, John Wilkes
Booth, a popular actor from the South, crept
into the President’s box and shot Lincoln in
the head. Within a few hours, the President
was dead. Booth was later caught and killed
in a barn outside the city.

Walt Whitman’s famous poem “O Captain! My
Captain!” expresses his grief at the death of
Lincoln. It begins, “O Captain! my Captain!
our fearful trip is done, / The ship has weath-
er’d every rack, the prize we sought is won.”
You can find this and other Civil War poems in
Whitman’s collection Leaves of Grass.
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The nation plunged into grief.
Millions who had been celebrating
the war’s end now mourned Lincoln’s
death. “Now he belongs to the ages,”
commented Secretary of War Edwin
Stanton. '

A New President

Vice President Andrew Johnson
became President when Lincoln died.
Johnson had served as governor of
Tennessee and had represented that
state in Congress. When Tennessee
seceded, Johnson had remained loyal
to the Union.

At first, many Republicans in

had approved the Thirteenth
Amendment in January 1865.

Rebellion in Congress

The southern states quickly
met Johnson’s conditions. As a re-
sult, the President approved their
new state governments in late
1865. Voters in the South then
elected representatives to Con-
gress. Many of those elected had
held office in the Confederacy. For
example, Alexander Stephens,
the former vice president of the
Confederacy, was elected senator
from Georgia.

Congress were pleased when Johnson Playbill from Republicans in Congress were
became President. They believed that Ford’s Theater outraged. The men who had led
he would support a strict Reconstruc- on the night the South out of the Union were

tion plan. As it turned out, Johnson’s
plan was much milder than expected.

Johnson called for a majority of voters in
each southern state to pledge loyalty to the
United States. He also demanded that each
state ratify the Thirteenth Amendment,
which banned slavery throughout the nation.
(As you have read, Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation did not free slaves in states
that remained loyal to the Union.) Congress

Recall

1. Identify (a) Reconstruction, (b) Ten Percent
Plan, (c) Wade-Davis Bill, (d) Freedmen’s
Bureau, (e) John Wilkes Booth, (f) Andrew
Johnson, (g) Thirteenth Amendment.

2. Define (a)freedmen, (b) amnesty.

Comprehension

3. Describe two problems the South faced after the
Civil War.

4. (a) What was President Lincoln’s Reconstruction
plan? (b) How did it differ from the Wade-Davis
Bill?

Lincoln was shot

= Section ] Review * _

being elected to the House and
Senate. Also, no southern state
allowed African Americans to vote.

When Congress met in December 1865,
Republicans refused to let southern repre-
sentatives take their seats. Instead, they set
up a Joint Committee on Reconstruction to
draw up a new plan for the South. The stage
was set for a showdown between Congress
and the President.

5. (a) What was President Johnson’s plan for read-
mitting the former Confederate states to the
Union? (b) How did Republicans in Congress
react to Johnson’s plan?

Critical Thinking and Writing

6. Analyzing Information The North lost more
soldiers in the Civil War than the South did. Why
was it easier for the North to recover from the
war?

7. Ranking (a) What services did the Freedmen’s
Bureau provide? (b) Which do you think was
most important? Explain.
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Activity Writing a Poem President Lincoln has been shot! Taking the
viewpoint of a northerner or southerner, write a poem about the death of
Lincoln. If you like, you may set your poem to music.
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Radical Reconstruction
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Explore
These Questions

e What were the goals of the
As Radical Republicans?

You e Why did Congress try to
remove President Johnson
Read from office?

e What were the Fourteenth
and Fifteenth Amendments?

ETTINEC In the spring of 1866, disturb-
% ing reports trickled into Con-
gress. In some southern cities,
peddlers were openly selling Confederate
flags. Throughout the South, people sang a
new song, “I'm a good old rebel / And I don’t
want no pardon for anything I done.”
These reports confirmed what many Re-

publicans had suspected. “The rebellion has -

not ended,” declared one angry Republican.
“It has only changed its weapons!”

Black Codes

After the war, most southern states had
promptly ratified the Thirteenth Amend-
ment, which banned slavery. At the same
time, however, Southern legislatures passed
black codes, laws that severely limited the
rights of freedmen.

Black codes forbade African Americans to
vote, own guns, or serve on juries. In some
states, African Americans were permitted to
work only as servants or farm laborers. In
others, the codes required freedmen to sign
contracts for a year’s work. Those without
contracts could be arrested and sentenced to
work on a plantation.

Black codes did give African Americans
some rights they did not have before the
Civil War. For example, the codes permitted
African Americans to marry legally and to
own some kinds of property. Still, the codes
were clearly meant to keep freedmen from
gaining political or economic power.
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Define Identify

® black codes e Radical Republicans
e radical ® Thaddeus Stevens
® impeach ® Charles Sumner

® Fourteenth Amendment
e Radical Reconstruction
® Reconstruction Act

e Fifteenth Amendment

The North Reacts

Republicans were angered by the black
codes, as well as by the election of former
Confederate leaders to Congress. The Joint
Committee on Reconstruction sent the Pres-
ident a report accusing the South of trying to
“preserve slavery in its original form as
much and as long as possible.” When John-
son ignored the report, members of Congress
vowed to take Reconstruction out of the Pres-
ident’s hands.

Those who led the opposition to President
Johnson were called Radical Republicans,
or Radicals. A radical wants to make drastic
changes in society. Thaddeus Stevens of
Pennsylvania led the Radicals in the House.
Charles Sumner of Massachusetts was the
chief Radical Republican in the Senate.

Radicals had two main goals. First, they
wanted to break the power of wealthy
planters who had long ruled the South. Rad-
icals blamed these “aristocrats” for the Civil
War. Second, Radicals wanted to ensure that
freedmen received the right to vote.

Radical Republicans did not control Con-
gress. To accomplish their goals, they needed
the support of moderate Republicans, the
largest group in Congress. Moderates and
Radicals disagreed on many issues. However,
they shared a strong political motive for en-
dorsing strict treatment of the South. Most
southerners were Democrats. With south-
erners barred from Congress, Republicans
easily controlled both houses.



The President vs. Congress

The conflict between the President and
Congress came to a head in 1866. In April,
Congress passed the Civil Rights Act, giving
citizenship to African Americans. Congress
hoped to combat the black codes and secure
basic rights for African Americans. When
Johnson vetoed the bill, Congress overrode
the veto.

The Fourteenth Amendment
Congressional Republicans worried that
the Supreme Court might declare the Civil
Rights Act unconstitutional. In the Dred
Scott decision of 1857, the Court had ruled
that African Americans were not citizens.
Hoping to avoid a similar ruling, Republi-
cans proposed the Fourteenth Amendment.
The Fourteenth Amendment granted
citizenship to all persons born in the United
States. This included nearly all African
Americans. It also guaranteed all citizens
“equal protection of the laws” and declared
that no state could “deprive any person of
life, liberty, or property without due process
of law.” This provision made it illegal for
states to discriminate against an individual
on unreasonable grounds, such as skin color.
The Fourteenth Amendment also pro-
vided that any state that denied African
Americans the right to vote would have its
representation in Congress reduced. Repub-
licans believed that freedmen would be able
to defend their rights if they could vote.
With the Fourteenth Amendment, Re-
publicans hoped to secure basic political
rights for African Americans in the South. In
fact, the nation had far to go before all Amer-
icans achieved equality. Over the next 100
years, citizens would seek to obtain their
rights by asking the courts to enforce the
Fourteenth Amendment.

Election of 1866

President Johnson urged the former Con-
federate states to reject the Fourteenth
Amendment. He also decided to make the
amendment an issue in the November 1866
congressional elections. Traveling through
the North, the President called on voters to
reject the Radical Republicans.

FFAMILY RECORD©
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‘ ] ewing' New Rights for Freedmen
FHISTORY _ Under the black codes, former slaves
gained some new rights, such as the right to marry
legally. Forms like this one helped freedmen keep

their marriage and family records. % WHhy were
family records so valuable to freedmen?

In many towns, audiences heckled the
President. One heckler shouted that Johnson
should hang Jefferson Davis. Losing his tem-
per, Johnson yelled back, “Why not hang
Thad Stevens?” Many northerners criticized
Johnson for acting in an undignified manner.

In July, white mobs in New Orleans,
Louisiana, killed 34 African Americans. This
convinced many northerners that stronger
measures were needed to protect freedmen.

In the end, the election results were a
disaster for Johnson. Republicans won ma-
jorities in both houses of Congress. They also
won every northern governorship and ma-
jorities in every northern state legislature.

The Radical Program

In 1867, Republicans in Congress pre-
pared to take charge of Reconstruction. The
period that followed is often called Radical
Reconstruction. With huge majorities in
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Rival Plans for Reconstruction

= 10 percent of
voters must swear
loyalty to Union

= Must abolish
slavery

= Majority of white
men must swear
loyalty

8 Former Confed-
erate volunteers
cannot vote or
hold office

= Majority of white
men must swear
loyalty

= Must ratify
Thirteenth
Amendment

= Former Confed-

= Must disband
state governments

= Must write new
constitutions

= Must ratify
Fourteenth
Amendment

erate officials
may vote and
hold office

= African American
men must be
allowed to vote

Graphic Organizer Séc//s

2. Critical Thinking

federal leaders debated several plans for readmitting southern states. /
1. Comprehension (a) Identify one similarity between the Wade-Davis
Bill and President Johnson’s plan. (b) Identify one difference.

If Lincoln had lived, do you think he would
have supperted the 1867 Reconstruction Act? Explain.

In the early years of Reconstruction,

both the House and the Senate, Congress
could easily override a presidential veto.

First Reconstruction Act

In March 1867, Congress passed the first
Reconstruction Act over Johnson’s veto.
The Reconstruction Act threw out the south-
ern state governments that had refused to
ratify the Fourteenth Amendment—all the
former Confederate states except Tennessee.
The act also divided the South into five mil-
itary districts under army control.

The Reconstruction Act required the for-
mer Confederate states to write new consti-
tutions and to ratify the Fourteenth Amend-
ment before rejoining the Union. Most
important, the act stated that African Amer-
icans must be allowed to vote in all southern
states.

Further Republican victories

Once the new constitutions were in place,
the reconstructed states held elections to set
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up new state governments. To show their dis-
gust with Radical Reconstruction policies,
many white southerners stayed away from
the polls. Freedmen, on the other hand,
proudly turned out to exercise their new
right to vote. As a result, Republicans gained
control of all of the new southern state
governments.

Congress passed several more Recon-
struction acts. Each time, the Republicans
easily overrode Johnson’s veto.

Johnson Is Impeached

It was Johnson’s duty, as President, to
enforce the new Reconstruction laws. How-
ever, many Republicans feared he would not
do so. Republicans in Congress decided to re-
move the President from office.

On February 24, 1868, the House of Rep-
resentatives voted to impeach President
Johnson. To impeach means to bring formal
charges of wrongdoing against an elected



official. According to the Constitution, the
House can impeach the President only for
“high crimes and misdemeanors.” The Sen-
ate tries the case. The President is removed
from office only if found guilty by two thirds
of the senators.

During Johnson’s trial, it became clear
that he was not guilty of high crimes and
misdemeanors. Even Charles Sumner, the
President’s bitter foe, admitted that the
charges were “political in character.”

Despite intense pressure, seven Republi-
can senators refused to vote for conviction.
The Constitution, they believed, did not al-
low a President to be removed from office
simply because he disagreed with Congress.
In the end, the Senate vote was 35 for and 19
against impeachment—one vote short of the
two-thirds majority needed to remove the
President from office. Johnson served out the
few remaining months of his term.

A New President

In 1868, Republicans nominated General
Ulysses S. Grant as their candidate for Pres-
ident. Grant was the Union’s greatest hero in
the Civil War.

By election day, most of the southern
states had rejoined the Union. As Congress

Recali

1. Identify (a) Radical Republicans, (b) Thad-
deus Stevens, (c) Charles Sumner, (d) Four-
teenth Amendment, (e) Radical Reconstruction,
(f) Reconstruction Act, (g) Fifteenth Amendment.

2. Define (a) black codes, (b) radical, (c) impeach.

Comprehension

3. Describe the Reconstruction plan enacted by
Congress in 1867.

4. (a) Why did Congress impeach President John-
son? (b) What was the result?

jg Lo/l
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demanded, the new southern governments
allowed African Americans to vote. About
500,000 blacks went to the polls in the 1868
election. Nearly all cast their votes for Grant.
He easily defeated his opponent, Horatio
Seymour.

The Fifteenth Amendment

In 1869, Republicans in Congréss pro-
posed another amendment to the Constitu-
tion. The Fifteenth Amendment forbade
any state to deny African Americans the
right to vote because of their race.

Many Republicans had moral reasons for
supporting the Fifteenth Amendment. They
remembered the great sacrifices that were
made by African American soldiers in the
Civil War. They also felt it was wrong to let
African Americans vote in the South but not
in the North.

Some Republicans also supported the Fif-
teenth Amendment for political reasons.
African American votes had brought Repub-
licans victory in the South. If African Amer-
icans could also vote in the North, they
would help Republicans to win elections
there, too.

The Fifteenth Amendment was ratified in
1870. At last, all African American men over
age 21 had the right to vote.

P

5. Describe the goals of: (a) the Fourteenth
Amendment; (b) the Fifteenth Amendment.

Critical Thinking and Writing

6. Defending a Position (a) Compare John-
son’s plan for Reconstruction with the Radical
Reconstruction plan. (b) Which plan would you
have supported? Defend your position.

7. Analyzing Ideas A senator who voted against
the removal of President Johnson later said that
he did not vote in favor of Johnson but in favor
of the presidency. What do you think he meant?
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Activity Writing a Speech Write a speech from the point of view of a
radical or moderate Republican. Present your position on Reconstruction and
give reasons for your opinion.
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Changes in the South
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Explore
These Questions Define identify
e What groups dominated e scalawag @ Hiram Revels

As southern politics during
Reconstruction?
You

e What did Reconstruction
Read governments do to rebuild
the South?

e Why did many southerners
sink into a cycle of poverty?

B eTTING DBy 1867, life in the South had

J%% changed dramatically. African

Americans were free to work

for themselves, to vote, and to run for office.

In Alabama, a political convention of freed-
men drew up this ringing declaration:

66 We claim exactly the same rights,
privileges and immunities as are en-
joyed by white men. We ask nothing
more and will be content with noth-
ing less. 99

Before the Civil War, a small group of
rich planters controlled southern politics.
During Reconstruction, however, new groups
dominated state governments in the South.
They tried to reshape southern politics. At
the same time, others were taking strong ac-
tion to reverse the gains made by African
Americans.

New Forces in
Southern Politics

The state governments
created during Radical Re-
construction were different
from any governments the
South had known before.
The old leaders had lost
much of their influence.
Three groups stepped in to
replace them. These new
groups were white south-
erners who supported the

414 % Chapter 16

e carpetbagger
e sharecropper

To many southerners, the
carpetbag became a hated
symbol of Reconstruction.

e Blanche K. Bruce
e Conservatives
e Ku Klux Klan

Republicans, northerners who moved south
after the war, and African Americans.

Scalawags

Some white southerners supported the
new Republican governments. Many were
business people who had opposed secession
in 1860. They wanted to forget the war and
get on with rebuilding the South.

Many whites in the South felt that any
southerner who helped the Republicans was
a traitor. They called white southern Repub-
licans scalawags, a word used for small,
scruffy horses.

Carpetbaggers

Northerners who came south after the
war were another important force. To white
southerners, the new arrivals from the North
were carpetbaggers—fortune hunters hop-
ing to profit from the South’s misery. South-
erners claimed that these northerners were
in such a hurry they had
time only to fling a few
clothes into cheap suitcases,
or carpetbags.

In fact, northerners went
south for a number of rea-
sons. A few were fortune
hunters who hoped to profit
as the South was being
rebuilt. Many more, however,
were Union soldiers who had
grown to love the South’s rich
land. Others, both white and



black, were teachers, ministers, and reform-
ers who sincerely wanted to improve the lives
of the freedmen.

African Americans

Freedmen and other African Americans
were the third major new group in southern
politics. Before the war, African Americans
had no voice in southern government. During
Reconstruction, they not only voted in large
numbers, but they also ran for and were
elected to public office in the South.

African Americans became sheriffs, may-
ors, and legislators in the new state and local
governments. Between 1869 and 1880, 16
African Americans were elected to Congress.

Two African Americans, both represent-
ing Mississippi, served in the Senate. Hiram
Revels, a clergyman and teacher, became
the nation’s first black senator in 1870. He
completed the unfinished term of former
Confederate president Jefferson Davis. In
1874, Blanche K. Bruce became the first
African American to serve a full term in the
Senate. Born into slavery, Bruce escaped to
freedom when the Civil War began and later
served as a country sheriff.

Freedmen had less political influence
than many whites claimed, however. Only in
South Carolina did African Americans win a

African Americans
in Congress

ewing

HISTORY

During Reconstruction, several African
Americans won election to Congress.
Here, Robert Brown Elliott of South Car-
olina stands in the House of Representa-
tives to argue for a civil rights bill. Words
from his speech appear on the banner
above. “What you give to one class, you
must give to all. What you deny to one
class, you shall deny to all.” % Summa-
rize Elliott’s main point in your own

words.

majority in one house of the state legislature.
No state elected a black governor.

Conservatives Resist

From the start, most prominent white
southerners resisted Reconstruction. These
Conservatives wanted the South to change
as little as possible. They were willing to let
African Americans vote and hold a few of-
fices. Still, they were determined that real
power would remain in the hands of whites.

A few wealthy planters tried to force
African Americans back onto plantations.
Many small farmers and laborers wanted the
government to take action against the mil-
lions of freedmen who now competed with
them for land and power.

Most of these white southerners were De-
mocrats. They declared war on anyone who
cooperated with the Republicans. “This is a
white man’s country,” they cried, “and white
men must govern it.”

Spreading terror

White southerners formed secret soci-
eties to help them regain power. The most
dangerous was the Ku Klux Klan, or KKK.
The Klan worked to keep blacks and white
Republicans out of office.
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Ku Klux Klan used terror and violence to
keep African Americans from voting.
Famous cartoonist Thomas Nast attacked
the Klan and other secret societies.

% Identify two Klan actions shown in
the cartoon. Why do you think Nast
labeled his cartoon “WORSE THAN
SLAVERY”?

EWIﬁg Spreading Terror
ISTORY X

Wearing white hoods, the

.

Ku Klux Klan hood » e

Dressed in white robes and hoods to hide
their identity, Klansmen rode at night to the
homes of African American voters, shouting
threats and burning wooden crosses. When
threats did not work, the Klan turned to vi-
olence. Klan members murdered hundreds of
African Americans and their white allies.

Congress responds

Many moderate southerners condemned
the violence of the Klan. Yet they could do lit-
tle to stop the Klan’s reign of terror. Freed-
men turned to the federal government for

help. In Kentucky, African American voters

wrote to Congress:

66 We believe you are not familiar
with the Ku Klux Klan’s riding
nightly over the country spreading
terror wherever they go by robbing,
whipping, and killing our people
without provocation. 99
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Congress tried to end Klan violence. In
1870, Congress made it a crime to use force
to keep people from voting. As a result, Klan
activities decreased. Yet the threat of vio-
lence lingered. Some African Americans con-
tinued to vote and hold office despite the
risk. Many others were frightened away from
the ballot box.

The Task of Rebuilding

Despite political problems, Reconstruc-
tion governments tried to rebuild the South.
They built public schools for both black and
white children. Many states gave women the
right to own property. In addition, Recon-
struction governments rebuilt railroads, tele-
graph lines, bridges, and roads. Between
1865 and 1879, the South put down 7,000
miles of railroad track.

Rebuilding cost money. Before the war,
southerners paid very low taxes. Reconstruc-
tion governments raised taxes sharply. This
created discontent among many southern

 whites.

Southerners were further angered by

- widespread corruption in the Reconstruction

governments. One state legislature, for ex-
ample, voted $1,000 to cover a member’s bet
on a horse race. Other items billed to the
state included hams, perfume, and a coffin.

Corruption was not limited to the South.
After the Civil War, dishonesty plagued
northern governments as well. In fact, most
southern officeholders served their states
honestly.

A Cycle of Poverty

In the first months after the war, freed-
men left the plantations on which they had

While the Ku Klux Klan carried out its program
of violence, others used economic weapons
to intimidate African Americans. Planters re-
fused to rent land to blacks. Employers re-
fused to hire them, and storekeepers denied
them credit. What effect do you think such
pressures had?
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lived and worked. They found few opportuni-
ties, however.

“Nothing but freedom”

Some Radical Republicans talked about
giving each freedman “40 acres and a mule.”
Thaddeus Stevens suggested breaking up big
plantations and distributing the land. Most
Americans opposed the plan, however. In the
end, former slaves received—in the words of
a freedman—“nothing but freedom.”

Through hard work or good luck, some
freedmen were able to become landowners.
Most, however, had little choice but to return
to where they had lived in slavery.

Sharecropping

Some large planters had held onto their
land and wealth through the war. Now, they
had land but no slaves to work it. During
Reconstruction, many freedmen and poor
whites went to work on the large plantations.
These sharecroppers farmed the land, us-
ing seed, fertilizer, and tools provided by the
planters. In return, the planters got a share
of the crop at harvest time. Sharecroppers
hoped to have their own land one day. Mean-

while, they were lucky to have enough food
for themselves and their families.

Even farmers who owned land faced hard
times. Each spring, the farmers received sup-
plies on credit. In the fall, they had to repay
what they had borrowed. Often, the harvest
did not cover the debt. Unable to pay, many
farmers lost their land and became share-
croppers themselves. Many southerners be-
came locked in a cycle of poverty.

Sharecroppers growing cotton
behind their cabin

% Section 3 Review *

Recall
1. Identify (a) Hiram Revels, (b) Blanche K.
Bruce, (c) Conservatives, (d) Ku Klux Klan.

2. Define (a) scalawag, (b) carpetbagger,
(c) sharecropper.

Comprehension

3. (a) What role did freedmen play in Reconstruc-
tion governments? (b) How was this different
from the role of African Americans before the
Civil War?

4. (a) What were two accomplishments of Recon-
struction governments? (b) What were two
problems?

*

* Chapter 16

5. Why did many freedmen and poor whites be-
come sharecroppers?

Critical Thinking and Writing

6. Understanding Causes and Effects During
Reconstruction, freedmen proved that, given the
chance, they could do the same jobs as whites.
Do you think this made southern Conservatives
more willing or less willing to accept African
Americans as equals? Explain.

7. Linking Past and Present Many southerners
were angered by high taxes imposed by Recon-
struction governments. (a) How do voters today
feel about paying high taxes? (b) Do you think
some services should be provided even if they
require high taxes? Explain.
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Activity Drawing a Political Cartoon Draw a political cartoon express-
ing your opinion about scalawags, carpetbaggers, the Ku Klux Klan, or an-
other aspect of Reconstruction in the South.

’



—_Reconstruction Ends

T S S S e O G T O N

Explore
These Questions

® Why did Reconstruction
end?

e How did the southern
economy expand after
Reconstruction?

e How did African Americans
in the South lose rights?

.—IW In 1876, millions of Ameri-
Jm cans visited a great Centennial
Exposition held in Philadel-
phia. The fair celebrated the first hundred
years of the United States. Visitors gazed at
the latest wonders of modern industry—the
elevator, the telephone, a giant steam engine.
As Americans looked to the future, they
lost interest in Reconstruction. By the late
1870s, white Conservatives had regained
control of the South.

Radicals in Decline

By the 1870s, Radical Republicans were
losing power in Congress. Many northerners
grew weary of trying to reform the South. It
was time to forget the Civil War, they be-
lieved, and let southerners run their own
governments—even if that meant African
Americans might lose their rights.

Republicans were also hurt by disclosure
of widespread corruption in the government
of President Grant. The President had ap-
pointed many friends to office. Some used
their position to steal large sums of money
from the government. Grant won reelection
in 1872, but many northerners had lost faith
in Republican leaders and their policies.

Congress reflected the new mood of the
North. In May 1872, it passed the Amnesty
Act, which restored the right to vote to
nearly all white southerners. As expected,
they voted solidly Democratic. At the same
time, southern whites terrorized African
Americans who tried to vote.

Define identify
e poll tax e Rutherford B. Hayes
o literacy test e Henry Grady
@ grandfather e James Duke

clause e Jim Crow laws
® segregation e Plessy v. Ferguson
e lynching

White Conservatives were firmly in con-
trol once more. One by one, the Republican
governments in the South fell. By 1876, only
three southern states—Louisiana, South
Carolina, and Florida—were still controlled
by Republicans.

Election of 1876

The end of Reconstruction came with the
election of 1876. The Democrats nominated
Samuel Tilden, governor of New York, for
President. Tilden was known for fighting
corruption. The Republican candidate was
Rutherford B. Hayes, governor of Ohio.
Like Tilden, Hayes vowed to fight dishonesty
in government.

Tilden won 250,000 more popular votes
than Hayes. However, Tilden had only 184
electoral votes—one vote short of the number
needed to win. Twenty other votes were in
dispute. The outcome of the election hung on
these votes. All but one of the disputed votes
came from Florida, Louisiana, and South
Carolina—the three southern states still
controlled by Republicans.

As inauguration day drew near, the na-
tion still had no one to swear in as President.
Congress set up a special commission to set-
tle the crisis. A majority of the commission
members were Republicans. The commission
decided to give all the disputed electoral
votes to Hayes.

Southern Democrats could have fought
the election of Hayes. Hayes, however, had
privately agreed to end Reconstruction. Once
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in office, he removed all remaining federal
troops from South Carolina, Louisiana, and
Florida. Reconstruction was over.

Industry and the “New South”

During Reconstruction, the South made
some progress toward rebuilding its econ-
omy. Cotton production, long the basis of the
South’s economy, slowly recovered. By 1880,
planters were growing as much cotton as
they had in 1860.

After Reconstruction, a new generation of
southern leaders worked to expand the econ-
omy. Henry Grady, editor of the Atlanta

Constitution, made stirring speeches calling
for the growth of a “New South.” Grady
argued that the South should use its vast
natural resources to build up its own indus-
try, instead of depending on the North.

Agricultural industries

Southerners agreed that the best way to
begin industrializing was to process the re-
gion’s agricultural goods. Investors built tex-
tile mills to turn cotton into cloth. By 1880,
the entire South was still producing fewer
textiles than Massachusetts. In the next
decade, though, more and more communities
started building textile mills.

Election of 1876
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Arizona Mﬁi}'éo
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a f Territory

Indian
Territory

Key

Hayes

I Republican
Tilden
Democrat

Disputed results

PERCENT POPULAR VOTE

PERCENT ELECTORAL VOTE

| Geography Séctts

In 1876, Samuel Tilden won the popular vote.

Yet, Rutherford B. Hayes became President when a congressional commis-
sion awarded him the disputed electoral votes of three southern states.

1. Location Onthe map, locate: (a) Florida, (b) Louisiana, (¢) South Carolina.
2. Movement Which candidate carried the undisputed southern vote?

3. Critical Thinking Based on the map, do you think the Civil War ended
sectionalism in the United States? Explain.
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The tobacco industry also grew rapidly.
In North Carolina, James Duke used new
machinery to revolutionize production of to-
bacco products. In 1890, he bought out sev-
eral competitors to form the American To-
bacco Company. Duke eventually controlled
90 percent of the nation’s tobacco industry.

New industries

The South also tapped its mineral re-
sources. Local deposits of iron ore and coal,
as well as low wages for workers, made steel
production cheaper in Alabama than in
Pennsylvania. Oil refineries developed in
Louisiana and Texas. Other states became
leading producers of coal, copper, granite,
and marble.

By the 1890s, many northern forests had
been cut down. The southern yellow pine was
competing with the northwestern white pine
as a lumber source. Some southern factories
began to make cypress shingles and hard-
wood furniture.

A visitor from New England described
what he found on a visit to the South in 1887:

€6 We find a South wide awake with
business, excited and even astonished
at the development of its own im-
mense resources in metals, marbles,
coal, timber, fertilizers, eagerly lay-
ing lines of communication, rapidly
opening mines, building furnaces,
foundries, and all sorts of shops for
utilizing the native riches. 99

By 1900, the South had developed a more
balanced economy. Still, it failed to keep up
with even more rapid growth in the North
and the West.

Restricting the Rights
of African Americans

The years after Reconstruction brought
prosperity to some southerners. For African
Americans, though, the end of Reconstruc-
tion had tragic effects.

With the North out of southern affairs,
white Conservatives tightened their grip on
southern governments. Some groups contin-
ued to use violence to keep African Ameri-

* L -

‘ ] 1ewing Rise of the New South
FHISTORY From Darkness to Light by Grant
Hamilton shows the New South rising from the ruins
of war. Hamilton created this picture for one of several
industrial expositions held in Atlanta, Georgia, in the

late 1800s. * According to this picture, what
products helped the southern economy grow?

cans from voting. Southern states also found
new ways to keep African Americans from
exercising their rights.

Voting restrictions

In the 1880s, many southern states be-
gan passing new laws that restricted the
right to vote. Poll taxes required voters to
pay a fee each time they voted. As a result,
poor freedmen could rarely afford to vote.
Literacy tests required voters to read and
explain a section of the Constitution. Since
most freedmen had little education, such
tests kept them away from the polls.

Many poor southern whites also could not
pass the literacy test. To increase the num-
ber of eligible white voters, states passed
grandfather clauses. If a voter’s father or
grandfather had been eligible to vote on Jan-
uary 1, 1867, the voter did not have to take
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a literacy test. Since no African Americans in
the South could vote before 1868, grandfa-
ther clauses were a way to ensure that only
white men could vote.

Racial segregation

Southern blacks lost more than the right
to vote. After 1877, segregation became the
law of the South. Segregation means
separating people of different races in public
places. Southern states passed laws that sep-
arated blacks and whites in schools, res-
taurants, theaters, trains, streetcars, play-
grounds, hospitals, and even cemeteries.
Jim Crow laws, as they were known,
trapped southern blacks in a hopeless situa-
tion. In 1885, the Louisiana novelist George
Washington Cable described segregation as:

66 ... a system of oppression so rank
that nothing could make it seem
small except the fact that [African
Americans] had already been ground
under it for a century and a half. 99

African Americans brought lawsuits to
challenge segregation. In 1896, in the case of
Plessy v. Ferguson, the Supreme Court
ruled that segregation was legal so long as
facilities for blacks and whites were equal.
In fact, facilities were rarely equal. For ex-
ample, southern states spent much less on
schools for blacks than for whites.

Recall

1. Identify (a) Rutherford B. Hayes, (b) Henry
Grady, (c) James Duke, (d) Jim Crow laws,
(e) Plessy v. Ferguson.

2. Define (a) poll tax, (b) literacy test, (c) grand-
father clause, (d) segregation, (e) lynching.

Comprehension
3. Why did Radical Republicans’ power decline?
4. How did the economy of the South change?

% Section 4 Review *__

Violence

When Reconstruction ended, groups like
the Ku Klux Klan declined. However, violent
acts against African Americans continued.
During the 1890s, almost 200 Americans
were lynched each year. Lynching is the il-
legal seizure and execution of someone by a
mob. Four out of five lynchings took place in
the South, and the majority of the victims
were African American.

Some lynching victims were accused of
crimes. Others were simply considered trou-
blemakers. Victims—including some women
and children—were hanged, shot, or burned
to death, often after painful torture. Mem-
bers of lynch mobs rarely faced punishment.
By the late 1800s, some reformers began to
speak out against lynching.

Results of Reconstruction

Reconstruction was a time of both suc-
cess and failure. Southerners faced hard
times. Still, the South gained a public educa-
tion system and expanded its rail lines.

As a result of Reconstruction, all African
Americans became citizens for the first time.
These rights eroded after Reconstruction
ended. However, the laws passed during Re-
construction, such as the Fourteenth Amend-
ment, became the basis of the civil rights
movement almost 100 years later.

5. Describe two ways that African Americans lost
their rights after Reconstruction ended.

Critical Thinking and Writing

6. Evaluating Information Do you think that
Reconstruction was successful? Explain.

7. Predicting Consequences How do you think

Plessy v. Ferguson affected later efforts to
achieve equality for African Americans?
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Activity Acting a Scene With a partner, act out a scene of an African
American man trying to vote in the South in the late 1880s. Begin by consid-
ering how you might feel if you knew that you had the right to vote, yet some-
one was able to prevent you from voting.
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